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SYNOPSIS
In WAH DO DEM, an original and vibrant new film from writer/directors Ben Chace and 
Sam Fleischner, young Brooklyn musician Max (Sean Bones) decides to go on a Caribbean cruise alone when his girlfriend Willow (Norah Jones) dumps him cold two days before the trip. Once in Jamaica, Max quickly escapes the tourist zone for more “authentic” surroundings and in the process is robbed of his possessions and is stranded, and literally misses the boat.  As Max sets out for the American Embassy in Kingston on foot, Jamaica is waiting to meet him with unexpected and extraordinary encounters, including a full-moon celebration with the legendary reggae group The Congos, and a dreamy stay with a Rasta prophet (Carl Bradshaw, THE HARDER THEY COME).   

ABOUT THE FILM

WAH DO DEM co-creators, Ben Chace and Sam Fleischner have been friends since kindergarten. Two years ago Ben won a cruise in a raffle at a free screening of Buster Keaton’s THE GENERAL in Brooklyn’s Prospect Park and invited Sam to come along.  The young filmmakers decided to turn the trip into a project. With a mutual love for Jamaican culture and a free boat ride to the Caribbean, they began to map out the story's possible scenarios. Two additional cruise tickets were bought for actor/musician Sean Bones and Kevin Bewersdorf, sound recordist/actor. The crew of four boarded the luxury vessel in Red Hook, Brooklyn and sailed for one week. Once in Jamaica, they were joined by producer Katina Hubbard for two weeks of Island production.

WAH DO DEM (Jamaican Patois for “what’s wrong with them”) stars musician Sean Bones in a touching and comical lead performance, Norah Jones, Carl Bradshaw, Kevin Bewersdorf, and features music and appearances by Sean Bones, MGMT, Yeasayer, Santigold, Suckers, Mykal Rose, Mr. Lexx, The Congos and more.  

Written, directed and produced by Ben Chace and Sam Fleischner, WAH DO DEM is also produced by Katina Hubbard, and executive-produced by Henry Kasdon and Daniel C. Murray. 

WAH DO DEM enjoyed its world premiere at the 2009 LA Film Festival where it was honored with the top jury prize for Best Narrative Film. The movie went on to screen at Vancouver and London Film Festivals, San Francisco IndieFest, Spokane (Best Feature) and Reggae Film Festivals (Best International Feature), BAM Cinemafest, and New Zealand Film Festival. 
ABOUT THE CAST

SEAN BONES (Max) is a musician, designer, and as of last fall, an actor.  After an album with New York staple indie band Sam Champion, Sean released his first full-length solo album titled RINGS on Frenchkiss Records last summer. He has spent the year on tour with the likes of Edward Sharpe and the Magnetic Zeros, Brett Dennen, Grace Potter and the Nocturnals, AA Bondy, and Dr Dog.  In April, Frenchkiss released the first in a series of digital singles titled "Rhumba Beat."  Rolling Stone Magazine called his music "Indie Rock flexing its global citizenship." He will be releasing a new full-length record in late 2010. Sean was also the co-founder of S/S Friends, a summer fashion line that included shorts, beach bags, hats, and summer gear.  The line was carried through Steven Alan and other outlets across the country.
NORAH JONES (Willow) is a New York-based American singer-songwriter, musician and actress.  Before WAH DO DEM, she starred in Wong Kar-Wai's MY BLUEBERRY NIGHTS.  Her hit debut album “Come Away with Me” was released in 2002.  Jones went on to win 8 Grammys including a Grammy Award for Best New Artist. Jones released her fourth studio album, “The Fall,” in November 2009, and began her fourth world tour to promote the album in March 2010.
IRA WOLF-TUTON plays bass for Brooklyn-based band, Yeasayer. After a 2008 world tour with their first album, "All Hour Cymbals," they are about to embark on another world tour in 2010 to promote their acclaimed second album, “Odd Blood.”
KEVIN BEWERSDORF (see FILMMAKER BIOS)

PATRICK MORRISON is a community leader and a tourist guide in Ocho Rios, Jamaica. He has done some stage acting but is best known for his part in the takeover scene in the Jamaican classic, ROCKERS.

CARL BRADSHAW is one of the most recognized faces in Jamaica. He has appeared in nearly every Jamaican production since his debut as the villainous Jose in the 1972 Jamaican crime movie, THE HARDER THEY COME. Everywhere he goes in his country people address him by the names of various characters he has played. In addition to his role as the mystical Rastaman, Carl acted as the local producer for most of the shoot in Jamaica.

THE CONGOS are a legendary roots reggae collective whose first album "Heart of the Congos," was produced by Lee "Scratch" Perry, and is revered as one of the best reggae albums of all time.

MARK GIBBS grew up on the streets of Ocho Rios. He is 19 years old and makes his acting debut in WAH DO DEM.   Mark came onto the production as a production assistant, but quickly became much more of a producer and integral link to the team. As the story changed, Mark was asked to play a part in the end of the film, and proved his outstanding talents as a performer.

ABOUT THE FILMMAKERS

BEN CHACE (Writer/Director/Producer) is a filmmaker, teacher, and musician. His last short film 3RD OF JULY, which explored the intersection of two young soldiers coming home from war, screened at the 2008 Urbanworld and Provincetown Film Festivals. Ben previously taught a movie-making elective at Brooklyn Community Arts and Media HS, a public high school in Bedford-Stuyvesant, Brooklyn, and is still involved in the school’s film program. He is currently editing the documentary LA MITAD, which is a portrait of a father who was exiled from Cuba at the age of 14, and his son who travels to Havana to find the settings of his dad’s childhood. 
SAM FLEISCHNER (Writer/Director/Producer) is a Brooklyn-based filmmaker and artist.  Previous projects include CAVE FLOWER, an award-winning short film about a homeless elevator operator, and TEN TREES, a 60 minute, real-time film about ten trees getting turned into plywood that was shown in a movie theater that Sam made from that same wood.  In addition to his own projects, Sam has worked as a cinematographer and director on shorts, features, music videos, and commercials.
KATINA HUBBARD (Producer) is a New York-based film producer and non-profit consultant. Recent productions include "To Educate a Girl," for UNICEF and "African Deep," from executive producer Brad Pitt (in post-production). Katina is co-founder and director of the Brooklyn-based World Education Endeavor. 
HENRY KASDON (Executive Producer) is primarily a hip-hop dancer and disc jockey based in Cambridge, MA.  He teaches at Harvard University and Boston University, as well as many other schools and studios.  Henry studied film at Tufts University.  
DANIEL C. MURRAY (Executive Producer) helped organize the DIY distribution of WAH DO DEM. In addition to working for director Malcolm D. Lee, Murray is currently writing an adaptation of the memoir Desperate Voyage for the big screen.
KEVIN BEWERSDORF (Cast/Sound) is a renaissance yogi who recorded sound for WAH DO DEM and played the creepy guy on the cruise ship. Bewersdorf appeared in and composed music for several films including LOL, HANNAH TAKES THE STAIRS, KISSING ON THE MOUTH and LOVERS OF HATE.  He recently premiered his performance of "PUREkev,” at the New Museum in Manhattan. He is also a visiting professor at the Rhode Island School of Design.

